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LINCOLN, NEBRASKA – More than 
50 of Nebraska’s state-level emer-
gency management and state agency 
personnel attended a recent training 
and exercise opportunity at the newly 
opened State Emergency Operations 
Center (SEOC) in Lincoln.

The goal of this training was to pro-
vide the staff an opportunity to work in 
a new environment. “We have opened 
a facility on the campus of the Air 
National Guard base near the Lincoln 
Municipal Airport,” said Al Berndt, as-
sistant director, Nebraska Emergency 
Management Agency. “This course 
will allow us to see how well we can 
operate in this environment before we 
experience an actual event.”

The course brings together person-
nel who staff the SEOC during an inci-
dent. The goal of this training-based 
exercise event is to provide a challeng-
ing scenario that is realistic, as well as 
provides an opportunity to test existing 
plans.

“This class provided us a chance to 
review our emergency operations plans 
against a realistic, plausible scenario,” 
said Berndt. “During the course, we 
were able to identify where every-
thing worked according to our plan 
and a couple of places that we need 
to improve. Overall, it showed that we 
have a great team and work very well 

State Emergency Responders Complete 
Emergency Operation Center Training

together.”
The scenario the SEOC faced in-

cluded a natural disaster event, a 
major motor vehicle accident on In-
terstate-80, and an agricultural event. 
These plausible incidents tested the 
state’s ability to organize and direct 
emergency response assets, and to 
have them sent to where they were 
needed the most.

The state’s dedication to an efficient 
response was evident in the number 
of state agencies and National Guard 
members who participated in the four-
day course. Participants were eager 
to apply existing, and new, knowledge 
to their current response plans, and 
they efficiently handled the challenges 
presented by their instructors.

“When many agencies or depart-
ments respond to a realistic scenario, 
it is important to understand the 
challenge before you, and then assign 
appropriate reswources, both person-
nel and materials, to handle it,” said 
Dave Reisen, training and exercise unit 
supervisor, Nebraska Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

“Because of this training, we not 
only will know the people we’re likely 
to work with when an event happens, 
but we’ll also better understand our 
roles and how best to communicate 
our needs.”
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Four Nebraskans Attend National Symposium on Training
Learning about emergency manage-

ment and homeland security courses 
available free-of-charge to states was 
the main focus of a symposium at-
tended by four Nebraskans, Dec. 11-13, 
in Anniston, Ala., 

Jon Rosenlund, Grand Island/Hall 
County Emergency Management 
Agency, Micki Nienhueser, Nebraska 
Department of Agriculture, Carla 
Schreiber, Nebraska State Patrol, and 
Chuck Chase, Nebraska Emergency 
Management Agency, attended the 
2012 National State Administrative 
Agency Training workshop. 

Sponsored by the National Domestic 
Preparedness Consortium (NDPC), the 
symposium outlined training opportu-
nities for the response and prepared-
ness community.

Texas A&M, theUniversity of Hawaii, 
the Naval Post Graduate School, Louisi-
ana State University and the Center for 
Domestic Preparedness were among 
the institutions that showcased educa-
tional courses they offer.

The symposium offered Chase, a 
NEMA exercise training officer, insight 
on available courses to help Nebraska 

emergency managers.
“Shortly after returning from the 

symposium, an emergency manager 
(EM) mentioned his interested in of-
fering a search-pattern course,” Chase 
said. “Since I had participated in just 
such a course at the symposium, I was 
able to connect the EM to the right 

institution. I brought back a great deal 
of experience and information that will 
help our state get valuable training.”

A list of free and approved training 
courses from these and other schools 
can be found on the FEMA Website at 
https://www.firstrespondertraining.
gov/catalog.do?a=nted

Carla Schreiber, Nebraska State Patrol, Micki Nienhueser, Nebraska Department of Agri-
culture and Jon Rosenlund, Grand island/Hall County Emergency Management Agency, 
take notes on iPads on loan from the Center for Domestic Preparedness.

Jon Rosenlund, center, tours a Center for Domestic Preparedness 
mock restaurant used for training.

A control operator at the Center for Domestic Preparedness pro-
vides monitors training rooms.

https://www.firstrespondertraining.gov/catalog.do?a=nted 
https://www.firstrespondertraining.gov/catalog.do?a=nted 
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Call-Up Exercise Conducted
Nebraska Emergency Management Agency conduct-
ed an exercise Jan. 3 of its call-up procedures for 
activation of its new emergency operations center. 
Representatives from the essential support func-
tions agencies, and organizations who would report 
to the facility following a disaster, responded to the 
facility in a test of security, check-in procedures and 
connectivity.
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Nebraska Emergency 
Management Agency

www.nema.nebraska.gov

(402) 471-7421
Toll Free (877) 297-2368

Fax: (402) 471- 7433

Governor Dave Heineman

State Homeland Security Director 
Lieutenant Governor Rick Sheehy

NEMA Director
Major General Judd Lyons

Assistant Director 
Al Berndt

NEMA is charged by Nebraska stat-
ute to reduce the vulnerabilities of 
the people and communities of Ne-
braska in terms of injury, loss of life 
and property damage resulting from 
natural, technological or man-made 
disasters and emergencies.
NEMA is responsible for coordinat-
ing the state response in any major 
emergency or disaster including the 
support of local governments as 
needed or requested, and coordi-
nating assistance with the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) and other federal partners.
The Beacon is published monthly 
and includes emergency manage-
ment news and activities from across 
the state. Forward story ideas or 
photos for inclusion  to:

Jodie Fawl
Public Information Officer

2433 N.W. 24th St.
Lincoln NE 68524

 402-471-7428
jodie.fawl@nebraska.gov

Tri-County/Dodge 
Tom McMahon
United Way of the Midlands Director 
1805 Harney St., 
Omaha, NE 68102 
402-522-7930

Southeast Region
Wayne Svoboda – Director 
Volunteer Partners 
215 Centennial Mall S, Ste. 340 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402-441-7441 
director@volunteerpartners.org

East Central Region 
Tim Hofbauer – Director 
City of Columbus\Platte County
Emergency Management 
2610 14th St.,Columbus, NE 68601 
402-564-1206 
pcem@megavision.com

Points of Contact
North Central Region
Lynn Beland – Director 
343 G St., 
Burwell, NE 68827 
308-214-0790
 beland@nctc.net

South Central Region 
Jon Rosenlund - Director 
City of Grand Island/Hall County 
Emergency Management 
100 E. First St.,
Grand Island, NE 68803 
308-385-5362
 jonr@grand-island.com

Panhandle Region
Jessica Davies 
Wellness/Volunteer Coordinator 
Panhandle Public Health District 
808 Box Butte Ave.,
Hemingford, NE 69348 
308-487-3600
 jdavies@pphd.org

A training sponsored by the Nebraska 
Funeral Directors Association and the 
York Emergency Management Associa-
tion is being offered Feb. 27 at Chances 
R, 124 W. Fifth in York, from 8 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m.

Mass Fatality Planning and Response 
for Rural Morticians and Funeral Direc-
tors is an 8-hour course designed to pre-
pare rural morticians and funeral direc-
tors in assisting local authorities as they 
respond to a mass fatalities incident.

 Materials in this course can assist 
rural morticians and funeral directors in 
working with their local officials in the 
development of mass fatality response 
plans.

The target audience for this course is 
local morticians/funeral directors and 
responders who will have responsibility 
for the timely and respectful recovery, 
handling, identification, and return of 
remains following a mass fatalities inci-
dent.

To Register visit: www.ruraltraining.
org. 

Nebraska is First Site 
for Rural Mortician and 
Funeral Director Training 

Training Opportunities

Check out NEMA’s 
Training Calendar

For Upcoming Classes
If you would like to include a 
course on the calendar please 
send the information to:
 dave.reisen@nebraska.gov

IPAWS NEWS
Written Guidance for the Integrat-

ed Public Alert and Warning System 
(IPAWS) will be announced soon. 

A statewide webinar on IPAWS 
featuring the application process, 
basic information, and a FEMA Q&A  
is scheduled Jan. 31 at 9 a.m. CST.

In addition, upgrades to Paraclete 
8.0 are scheduled in February to 
facilitate IPAWS integration.

For more details, please contact 
Alisia LaMay, (402) 471-7425 or 
alisia.lamay@nebraska.gov.

http://www.nema.nebraska.gov
mailto:jodie.fawl%40nebraska.gov?subject=Beacon%20Submission
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http://twitter.com/#!/nematweets
www.facebook.com/nema.page
www.ruraltraining.org.
www.ruraltraining.org.
http://www.nema.ne.gov/preparedness/training-calendar.html
mailto:dave.reisen%40nebraska.gov?subject=Training%20Opportunity
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